Doubts Rise on Hill 
Over Arms Needs 
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The J'rcsidcjit's decision 
tu go ahead with deploy- 
ment of a modified Anti -Bal- 
listic Missile system trig- 
gered a double valley: Con- 
gressional doves found a 
new military escalation com- 
pounding their misgivings 
about continued U.S. mili 
tary involvement in Viet- 
nam. 

But these two issues — the 
ABM and Viet«am-~may 
well have caused something 
even bigger; An increasing 
skepticism, even disbelief, in 
what the Pentagon says it 
needs and wants as a share 
of the national pie. 

Cnticiaing the military 
now has evolved all the way 
from being considered high 
heresy to somewhat unpa- 



triotic to perhaps respocla- 
ble legislative inquiry. 

Congressmen are becom- 
ing increasingiy aware that 
the military budget pro- 
posed by President Johnson 
fur the coming fiscal year, 
and which some of them 
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think President Nixon may 
even exceed, is no less than 
fbO.Z bilHun. This is almost 
identical to the $80.6 billion 
the United Slates spent in 
fiscal 1944 at the height of 
World War II— although in- 
flation and the nation's ex- 
panding weallh make such 
comparisons diil’icult. 

See DOUBT, A2, Ool, 1 



Broad Doubts Arise 



on Hill About Military Money Needs 



DOUBT, Fi'om A1 

“We are still fighting the 
leftover Joe McCarthy era.“ 
Rep. OUs G. Pike (D-N.Y.), a 
member of the House 
Armed Services Committee, 
said the other day. “If you 
vote egainst anything the 
military wants you are being 
‘soft on Communism.’ “ 
Large Issue 

“E think the larger issue 
really b how one perceives 
the world today,” declared 
Rep. Donald M. Fraser (D- 
Minn.), a member of the 
House Foreign Affairs Com- 
miltee and chairman of the 
liberal Democratic Study 
Group. “Do we really need 
ItT Are the Soviets really 
about to attack us? What 
country In the world really 
threatens the United States 
today? It urns out there 
really isn’t anybody” 

Fraser hastened to add 
that the United States 
should, of course, retain, a 
defense oapabiU^, a nuclear 
deterrent But he estimated 
that would cost $8 to |10 tril- 
lion a year, Instead erf $80 
hllUon. 

The Senate’s most senior 
.Repuhlloan, George D. 
Aiken of Vermont, says even 
Rus^ has come to feel she 
can no longer apend her last 
ruble on defense: “The De- 
fense Department hai been 
running hog wild. Some peo- 



blocki (D-Wls.), normally 
f»nsidered a safe friend of 
the establishment, has reac- 
tivated a dormant Subcom- 
mittee on National Security 
Policy and Scientific Devel- 
opments under the hereto- 
fore docile House Foreign 
Affairs Committee. 

A House Government Op- 
erations subcommittee this 
past week started following 
through on a charge by Rep. 
William S. Moorhead (D- 
Pa.), that the Bureau of 
the Budget givea kid-glove 
treatment to Pentagon re- 
quests. 

A few weeks ego, Rep. 
Richard D. McCarthy- <D- 
N.Y.), nudged by a wife who 
wai dlstui’bed by a TV docu- 
mentary on the extensive 
U£. niUitery involvement in 
Chemical, Biological and Ra- 
diological Warfare (CBR) re- 
search. asked tlm Pentagon 
authorities Involveif to come 
over end erqilain to him and 
his colleagues. 

Chairman L. Mendel Riv- 
ers (D-S.C.), of the House 
Armed Services Committee, 
one (rf tlm Pentagon’s best 
friends In Congress, appar- 
qntly became so disturbed 
with reports that the mili- 
tary hi^ sunk some $1.3 to 
$2 billion Into a “dream 
tank” which is never ex- 
pected to roll that he organ- 
ized a spedal investigation 
subcommittee. 




SEN. SITJART SYMINGTON 



. . . heads Senate questioners 




REP. CLEMENT ZABLOCKI 
. . . revives House group 




F. Sikes (D-Fla.), s major 
general in an A^my CBR 
unit; Jamie L. Whitten (D- 
Miss.), George W. Andrews 
(D’Ala.), Daniel J. Flood (D- 
Pa.), John M. Slack Jr. (D-W. 
Va.), Joseph P. Addabbo (D- 
N.Y.), Glenard P. Lipscomb 
(R^alif.), William E. Min- 
shall (R-Ohio), John J. 
Rhodes (R-Ariz.) and Glenn 
R. Davis (R-WIS.), who was 
put on the subiu>mnuUee 
tills year to succeed the 
ranking Republican and now 
Defense Secretary, Melvin 
R. Laird. 

By tradition, subcommit- 
tee recommendations go 
through untouched by the 
full Appropriations Commit- 
tee and then, if the leader- 
ship has its way, pretty 
much untouched on the 
Mouse floor. 

“What the Appropriations 
and Armed Services Com- 
mittees recommend will get 
through' because they know 
much more about it,” 
Speaker John W. Mc- 
Cormack (D-Mass.) declares. 
McCormack personally re- 
gards the Atlanbie as “our 
hrst line of defense’’ and Is 
convinced the next war will 
never provide a post-Pearl 
Harbor period to gather up 
the pieces. 

Uniform Voting 

The House Armed Serv- 
ices Committee under Chair- 
man Rivers is known to 
most all defense authoriza- 
tion matters. 37 to 3. And 
last year, when one commit- 
tee bill was on the floor. 




propel them to apply lor 
seats on commlttMS con- 
cerned with social Issues, 
rather than with Armed 
Services and Appropria- 
tions. 

On the Senate side, com- 
mittee or subGommittee 
chairmanship may come 
quicker but the i^rmed Serv- 
ices, and Appropriations 
Committees again have a de- 
cidedly conservative make- 
up. And in today’s pigeon- 
holing, conservative means 
pro-Pentagon. 

The Senate Armed Serv- 
ices Committee is headed by 
John Stennis (D-Misa.), 'an- 
. other military “true be- 
liever” who during last 
year’s authorization hear-. 



the hardware which will be 
needed once the Vietnam 
claims are over. 

“There would be little 
merit to a course that would 
win a war against poverty in 
our backyards if we Jeopard- 
ized Uie security of our very 
home,” Russell declared. 

Ellender In Line 

If Russell’s current bout 
with cancer forces him to 
vacate his chairmanship be 
will be succeeded by Sen. 
Alien J. Ellender (D-La.), an- 
other conservative South- 
erner but one who currently 
happens to be on a rampage 
against military appropria- 
tions. 

Criticizing the latest ABM 
request, Ellender said Ute 
other day: “Unless we can 
dispel the fear between us 
and the RqssUns we’re 
never going to get to- 
gether.” 

No one is predicting how 
much ttie military might be 
cut back this year as Con- 
giYssional opposition really 
is Just getting started. All 
seem to say that the 'lead 
will have to come from the 
Senate, where the opposi- 
tion l^ludes some of the 
leadership and Is far 
stronger than In the House. 

There already is some 
speculation about trying to 
Impose an over-all 8 or 18 
per cent cut on whatever 
the Pentagon finally comes 
up with, or perhaps arbitrar- 
ily setting a $75 or $70 bil. 
lion ceiling and letting tlie 



House Defense Appropria- 
tions Subcommittee. But 
they look to lio miracles' 
now that he has Joined the 
Administration. 

They say even a Laird 
can't master the Pentagon 
labyrinth in any short pe- 
riod of time. And they cite 
his own comments that he 
now has new responsibilities 
— defending defense needs. 

The realists among to- 
day’s doubters on Capitol 
Hill are not saying they 
have the Pentagon on the 
rout. They only are hoping 
to start putting the Depart- 
ment of Defense truly on 
the defensive. 

This posture would re- 
place a posl-Worid War II 
offense which now has the 
Pentagon absorbing some 
two-tbirds of all Federal tax 
receipts and spending not 
only more than the profits 
of all American business, 
but also more than Federal, 
state and local governments 
combined spend for health, 
education, old age, I'etire- 
ment aKlstance, housing 
and agriculture. 





can no longer spend her last 
ruble on defense: “The De- 
fense Department has been 
running hog wild. Some peo- 
ple have got worried for 
fear we’ve become a mili- 
tary government.” 

Senate Majority Leader 
Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.), 
who personally suspects the 
Nixon defense budget now 
may exceed President John- 
son’s tentative submission in 
January, declared In an in- 
terview: “The days of the 
Defense Department asking 
and receiving are over. It 
will no longer be automaUc. 
You have to achieve a bal- 
ance somehow between ex- 
ternal security and internal 
insecurity.” 

Series of Actions 

Buttressing these individ- 
ual storm warnings have 
been a series of actions on 
both sides of Congress. 

The Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee, focal point 
of the doubters, has in- 
truded into the heretofore 
sanctified jurisdiction of the 
Pentagon’s greatest de- 
fender, the Armed Services 
Committee. 

Sen. Albert Core (D- 
Tenn.), even managed to 
force the Armed Services 
Committee to open its 
usually closgd doors to the 
public and television this 
past week because Armed 
Services realised Gore’s new 
Disarmament Subcommittee 
promised open doors and 
rough public questioning of 
Defense Secretary Melvin R. 
Laird. 

Sen. Stuart Symington 
(D-Mo.), a Secretary of the 
Air Force under President 
Truman, is taking on the 
vast range of military and 
industrial Influence on for- 
eign policy in a new For- 
eign Relations subcommit- 
tee he heads. 

On the House side, liberal 
Democrats, with some Sen- 
ate -assistance, have jumped 
liie old committee jurisdic- 
tional disciplines by sum- 
moning civilian military au- 
thorities to Capitol Hill next 
Friday and Saturday for a 
conference on "The Military 
Budget and National Priori- 
ties.” 

Their announced objective 
is to get enough documenU- 
ilon to persuade their col- 
leagues to think twice about 
arms escalation when they 
start voting military authori- 
zation and appropHation re- 
quests. 

Within jurisdictional 
lines, Hep. Clement J. Za- 



lank” which l.s never ex- 
pected to roll that he organ- 
ized a special investigation 
subcommittee. 

Helicopter Cost 

Rep. Pike took liie House 
fioor in mid-week to air his 
own difficulties with the 
Army in trying to make it 
disclose how much Lock- 
heed's new Cheyenne battle 
helicopter finally will cost. 

Pike said the Army as- 
sured him last year that 
there was to be a fixed-price 
contract and the 375 helicop- 
ters on order probably 
would cost around $1.5 mil- 
lion apiece. Now, he de- 
clared, the Army has sent 
him a figure marked “classi- 
fied" which is about 
$2,250,000 per plane. 

Pike termed it: 'The mili- 
tary-industriM complex at 
play — a case history." 

Pike also has been hold- 
ing a series of House Armed 
Services subcommittee hear- 
ings investigating how such 
an expensive and presuma- 
bly sophisticated U.S. Navy 
managed to make so many 
mistakes in the Pueblo af- 
fair. 

On Thursday, Rep. Paul 
Findley (R-Ohlo), until now 
a leading Republican hard- 
liner on defense matters, is- 
sued an anll-Vlelnam state- 
ment which lifted the eye- 
brows of his colleagues with 
this sentence: “If military 
policies, with or without es- 
calation, Inherited from 

President Johnson are ron- 
iinued much longer they 
will become Nixon policies.” 

Truth Questioned 

“Quite frankly," Rep. 

John Brademas (D-Ind.) said 
the other day, “many of us 
simply don’t believe Uiat De- 
fense Department officials 
always tell us the truth 
about much of what they do, 
especially about what they 
spend." 

Brademas, who came away 
from the CBR briefing a few 
weeks ago regarding it as 
still another pitch for more 
money, complained of the 
difficulty of Congressmen, 
individually or collectively, 
trying to match their doubis 
against the Pentagon’s super 
hard sell, on an $80 billion 
budget. 

“I hope that the unusual 
occurrence of a Republican 
President and a Democratic 
Congress will result In Con- 
gress being far more suspi- 
clou.s of the military,” Bra- 
dema.s said. "It Is high time 
we got back to what the 




Pushbutton defense sys- 
tem using this Spartan 
missile has promnted 
Congress t o question 
other kinds of arms 
spending. 

Founding Fathers had in 
mind when they wrote a sep- 
aration-of-powers Constitu- 
tion." 

Rep. Jeffery Cohclan (D- 
Callf.) declared It common 
knowledge that the Pentagon 
budget requests were 
"watered." One tirm he is 
convinzeed simutrl be made 
is in military manpower and 
bases overseas. A Joint 
Pentagon-State Department 
study last fall found that 
the United States now has 
approximately 450 bases- 
overseas containing a total 
of 1,715,000 in military per- 
sonnel and families and cost- 
ing about $4.8 billion a year 
to maintain. 

Reps, Chet Holifleld (D- 
CalH.), chairman of the 
Joint Committee on Atomic 
Energy, and Melvin Price 
(D-Ill.), a high ranking mem- 
ber of both the Atomic En- 
ergy and House Armed 
Services Committees, differ 
from their other liberal 
Democratic colleagues in be- 
lieving that the United 
Stales Gi*oss National Prod- 
uct i.s Increasing at such a 
rale you can have both guns 
and butter. 

H-Bomb Battle 

And, while always for giv- 
ing the military close scru- 
tiny, they can’t forget it was 
they who went to plead with 
President Truman to get 
started on developing the 
H-Bomb. They say the oppo- 
siUnn at that time, which in- 
cluded the military, was 
quite similar to the anti- 
ABM arguments today. 

But despite the increasing 
outspokenness against the 
military In Congress today, 
the full Establishment in 
the House and part of it in 
the Senate isUU is very much 
pro-Pentagon. 






REP. CLEMENT ZABLOCKI 
. . . revives House group 




REP. MENDEL RIVERS 
. . . tank funds wasted 



They might be described 
as the “Whatever our boys 
need” school. Only "Our 
Boys" (usually spoken with 
a heavy Southern accent) no 
longer means the doughboys 
of World War II and Korea 
but the ever ingratiating 
generals and admirals who 
specialize in cultivating 
powerful committee chair- 
men. 

On the House side, the 
realities of power are in the 
Appropriations and Armed 
Services Commitlees. 

The full House Appropria- 
tions Committee and iLs key 
Defense Appropriations 
Subcommittee are chaired 
by the same man — Rep. 
George H. Mahon (D-Tcx.), 
described even by his critics 
as “a true believer.” 

Scif-Freservation. 

In a recent interview, 
Maimn declared: “I think 
self-preservation is the finst 
law of men and nations. We 
must be careful that we 
don't become a second rate 
power in relation to the So- 
viet Union. The social pro- 
grams are all right, but if 
we don’t have adequate de- 
fense what good are they?" 

Serving With Mahon on 
bis key subcommittee are 10 
other Congressmen, ail con- 
servatives: Reps, Robert L. 



most alt defense authoriza- 
tion matters, 37 to 3. And 
last year, when one commit- 
tee bill was on the floor, 
Rivers saw to it that one of 
his own men was in the 
Speaker’s chair so'^lhat no 
unfriendly amendments 
could be recognized. 

'The difference between 
the Armed Services Com- 
mMtce and other House 
committees,” one Congress- 
man said, “is that In the oth- 
ers they ask, 'Do ,vou really 
have to have It?’ and In the 
Armed Services they ask, 
'Do you have enough?”' 

In 1962, the former House 
Armed Services Committee 
Chairman, Carl Vinson (D- 
Ga.), wrote a fatherly letter 
to Rep. Pike, then a fresh- 
man, commending him for a 
nice try. 

“Some things proposed by 
the Executive Branch are 
virtually impossible to 

change,” Vinson wrote. 

'"This Is particularly so In 
the area of defense. I per- 
sonally am reluctant, and In- 
deed refuse, to substitute 
my judgment on a military 
matter for the judgment of 
those so much more quali- 
fied to make decisions of at 
military nature. In the ver- 
nacular, you didn’t have a 
chance. Simply stated, there 
are some things that the in- 
dividual Conin'essman can- 
not do.” 

In the House, tlie vast 
number of members and sin- 
gle committee assignments 
aid and abet the seniority 
system. The conservative 
leadership sees to it that 
only the "right” men start 
their climb on the ‘'right'' 
commltlee.s. 

Moreover, the liberals pri- 
vately acknowledge that 
their instincts invariably 



John Stennis (O-Miss.), 'an- 
. other military “true be- 
liever" who during last 
year’s authorization hear- r 
ings on the Sentinel ABM 
managed to have only De- 
fense Department witnesses 
testify approvingly behind 
the Committee’s closed 
doors. 

Similarly, the Senate Ap- 
propriations Committee Is 
headed by Richard B. Rus- 
sell (D-Ga.), another military 
"true believer" who for 
years headed Armed Serv- 
ices. 

In a speech before the Na- 
tional Security Industrial 
Association Thursday night, 
Russell went beyond the De- 
fense Department’s current 
military needs to anticipate 



the Pentagon finally comes 
up with, or perhaps arbitrar- 
ily setting « $75 or $70 bil- 
lion ceiling and IctUng the 
Pentagon live with It as best 
it could. 

Some even are suggesting 
a more obscure way of at- 
tacking military expendi- 
tures: Committing the Ad- 
ministration to social wel- 
fare expenditures first and 
then leaving the White 
House to puzzle out how to 
maintain a Republican pos- 
ture of economy and still 
deal with defense needs. 

No Miracles Seen 

Most legislators who knew 
Defense Secretary Laird 
during his 16 years in Con- 
gress acknowledge his ex- 
pertise from sitting on the 
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